“For the resolution of the Ar-
menian problem it is necessary
to establish a joint historical
commission with a full access
to all archives.”

Edward J. Erickson

Professor of Military History, Marine Corps University

Interwiev: Habibe Isik

Could you set a brief framework of the Ottoman- Armenian relati-
ons before the WW1 period?

Ottoman-Armenian relations were difficult after 1878 when the
Treaty of Berlin dictated that the Ottoman institute Armenian reforms.
This contributed to the rise of the Armenian Revolutionary Committe-
es whose objective was independence or, failing that, autonomy. Revolu-
tionary Committees were not something special to the Ottoman Empi-
re or even to the oppressive multinational empires of the time; they also
appeared in democracies. The rebellions organized, planned and carried
out by the committees changed their source of inspiration from reaction
to oppressions into ideological and national identities, after which the
nature of rebellions changed in Europe in the mid-nineteenth century.

How did Armenian problem arise? What were their demands and
goals? Did they achieve their goals and demands?

The Armenians were one of a number of Ottoman minorities who
desired independence. Other minorities seeking independence included
the Arabs, the Kurds and the Lebanese Christians. The Armenian revo-
lutionary Committees were committed to using terrorism and vmlence
to achieve their goals.
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Is it true to say that there was a real Armenian rebellion of Armeni-
ans? If exists, what are the internal and international dynamics of that
rebellion?

There was no large-scale Armenian rebellion in 1915. However,
some Armenians, notably the intelligentsia and the professional class,
were members of the Armenian Revolutionary Committees. Some ext-
reme members of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (the most
violent and dangerous Armenian committee) conspired with the Allies
to start a rebellion in support of the Russian attacks. These Armenian
Revolutionary Committees convened worldwide congresses, declared
manifestos and declarations after 1892. They secretly set up and trained
military units within the Ottoman Empire. These committees rooted
and centered outside also founded apparently peaceful and correspon-
ding committees within the Empire. These legal committees were acting
freely and consisted of well known persons of local communities such
as teachers, priests, tradesmen and city mayors. These inner committees
were encouraging nationalism and exalting military actions presented
as personal defense against oppression. Thus Armenian committees
developed a bilateral organization which contained both legal political
organizations and secret armed military cells at the same time. This evo-
lutionary Armenian structure became a model for the other rebellious
ethnic groups in the Empire in building their own organizations.

How did these ethnic rebellions affect the Ottomans?

'The breaking out of the ethnic rebellions caused two serious results
on the Ottomans. The first result was that the activities of the commit-
tees that lasted for twenty years in the Balkans and the East Anatolia
engaged the Ottoman military in the meantime. The rebellion of the
committees became a source of worry and continued so until the last
periods of the Empire. The main concern and the focus of almost all
Ottoman Army officers showed a change from the conventional war
toward an unconventional warfare. The second and perhaps a more seri-
ous result was the change that happened in the Ottoman understanding
concerning the nature of rebellions, which was evident from the Ot-
tomans’ military responds. The rise of revolutionary committees in the
Balkan and Anatolian cities caused radical changes in the Ottomans’
conduct and management of the rebellions.

Could you explain the goals and activities of the Armenian commit-
tees in the eastern of cities Ottoman Empire?

" The goal of the committees in 1915 was to assist the Allies in win-
ning the war and then, later on after peace was declared, to declare an
independent Armenian republic.




What were the activities of the Armenian committees when the
WW]1 broke out and what were the Ottomans’ opinion of them?

The years between 1912 and 1914 became a period of military di-
saster for the Ottomans when the war broke out in the fall of 1912. The
fail of the suppression operations against the rebellions in the borders
and the loss of Libya to Italians and the other consecutive defeats in
1912 enabled the CUP (the Community of Union and Progress) to
take control of the power. As the General war broke out in Europe, the
Ottomans began to consider the increasingly hardening nationalism of
Armenian Committees as a serious threat against the security of the
Empire.

A short period after the beginning of the war rumors spread that
Armenians collaborating with Bulgarians massacred Muslims near Ka-
valla. The Dashnaks started to deny the allegations by saying that there
were no Armenians in the list of accused people and by publishing the
witness and the telegrams sent by the survivors of the Ottoman units
indicating that Armenians had no role in the massacre.

The defeats in the Balkan wars prepared the conditions for the CUP
to come to power, which created a fear among the Armenian commlf-
tees. Even though among Armenians there were clearly dif.ferent opi-
nions like either supporting evolutionary actions or remaimr.lg loyal to
the Government, there was also an evident general unanimity among
Armenians for more armament of committees and re-consolidation of
their strongholds with more armed militia.

Could you explain the ideological factors that constituted the struc-
ture of Armenian Committees?

Many committee members were socialists and some were Marxists.
It is difficult to generalize their ideology, but it is fair to say, that many
accepted the need for terrorism and violence as legitimate means to
achieve their goals.

Why Ottoman Empire has decided to relocation of Armenians?
For Ottoman Empire, fighting with scarce resources during WW1,
isn't it a risky decision?

Yes, however, because the army was heavily engaged in fighting the
Allies on the war fronts, the Ottoman government had few choices.

The decision of relocating Armenians began with the sending of po-
pulation at certain localities, but mounted to a campaign of regional
relocation that covered six provinces in May 1915 and became an ex-
tended reaction to Armenian rebellions. As I said before there was not-
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hing that the Ottomans could do other than that. A large scale military
intervention including the use of force as exercised between 1890 and
1912 was no longer possible. Western type of relocation of population
was of use for the Spanish, the Americans and the English. Therefore
it is quite understandable why the Ottomans did not incline to use a
counter-rebellion policy by using their military sources at the minimum
level to deal with the Armenian rebellions. In 1915 the relocation was
an effective strategy for the Ottomans born out of weakness rather than

strength.

Was relocation policy a necessity for the Ottomans in the WW1 on
the grounds of national security?

Yes it was a necessity from the Ottoman Government’s point of view
of the happening events. In fact the revolutionary Armenian commit-
tees were a direct threat to the logistic lines used for the provision of
supplies to the ottoman armies fighting in three fronts. Especially the
failure in providing the required supplies to the Ottoman army in con-
tact with the Russian armies in the East Anatolia would conclude with
a military defeat of the Ottoman Empire. With the eventual decision
of relocation, the Ottoman Empire survived and could fight until the
end of 1918.

Why relocation policy is just enforced to the Armenians living in
the Eastern side of the Empire?

The ‘Lines of Communications” (roads and transportation networks)
necessary to supply the Ottoman Third Army, then fighting the Rus-
sians, with food, ammunition, and fodder, ran directly through many
cities and areas inhabited by Ottoman Armenians. The relocations re-
moved the Armenians in those areas that threatened these lines of com-
munications. Armenians elsewhere, particularly in the west, were not
relocated en masse.

It has been historically registered that the Ottoman government’s
relocation policies toward Armenian people have been determined ac-
cording to certain provinces that were considered as battle ground and
carried special interests in terms of military and national security. Simi-
larly documents have demonstrated that the Ottoman Government had
not considered all Ottoman Armenians as “internal enemy” but to the
contrary it was quite aware of the fact that many Ottoman Armenians
were loyal citizens.

Does Union and Progress Party or any other group in management
segments of Ottoman Empire have a real tendency to eradicate Arme-
nians? What do you say about the Armenian genocide claims?




There is no conclusive and authentic evidence to day which proves
that the CUP intended to eradicate the Armenians. Such evidence may
exist somewhere, but to date, it has not surfaced.

In your book, you have explained different opinions about reloca-
tion of Armenians. Can you briefly mention that? What do you think
about that issue?

There are a number of opinions about why the Armenians were re-
located. I believe the reason was military. Others believe that the CUP
intended to eradicate the Armenians, other believe that the CUP wan-
ted to engage in ‘population engineering’ to change the demographic
composition of eastern Anatolia.

At that time, was there any other way to sustain the security of Ot-
toman Empire except the relocation policy? How do you evaluate that
policy in regard to the human rights?

'This is a good question and I don't think there was another way. The
CUP could not wait until an actual rebellion broke out. This is like wa-
iting for a cancer to metathize. Regarding human rights, the Ottoman
government attempted to insure the well-being and protection of the
relocated persons, but failed.

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, as an Islamic scholar who has fight against
Armenians at the eastern front during WW1, has stated in some his
books that Ottoman relief and prosperity is linked to the friendship
with Armenians. At the same time, he sympathized with the rights that
are given to the Armenians during the second constitutionalist period
and states Armenians should have same rights to the Muslims. How do
you evaluate his vision and opinions in regards to the today’s Turkish-

Armenians relations?

There is no question that the Armenians were an important part of
the Ottoman economy, as were the Jews, and keeping them intact as
full partners in the war effort would have helped the Ottomans more
than relocating them. Granting them full citizenship rights in the se-
cond constitutionalist period might have been possible. However, when
the CUP seized control, it is hard to imagine that they were willing
to create an inclusive society within which minorities were politically
represented.

What have been the results of the relocation?

The results were very important. Just as it happened in the American,
British and Spanish experiences the number of the people relocated ex-
ceeded in a very short time the capacity for which the government could
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care for. Camps built for the relocated Ottoman Armenians along the
valleys of the Euphrates unintentionally transformed into death camps
disrepute with malnutrition, diseases, and negligence. What worsened
the situation were the attacks and slaughtering took place without any
provocations while the relocated Armenians were moving along the ro-
utes towards. Probably these dreadful events were the undesirable conc-
lusions of the governmental policies and military strategies designed to
remove “the inner enemies” for the national security.

What are your suggestions to Turkey which has accused to the ge-
nocide claims?

'The Turkish government should ignore it and continue to advocate
the establishment of a joint historical commission to fully expose all
archives and establish a set agreed upon facts.

What are your suggestions for solving that problem?

Nothing will solve this problem will solve this problem except the
passage of time. It will take several more generations for historians to
interpret these events and several more generations for the Armenian
Diaspora to forget the past.



Ermeni meselesinin ¢c6zumu
icin biitiin argivlere tam erigim
imkan1 olan ortak bir tarih
komisyonu kurulmalidir

Edward ]. Erickson

Professor of Military History, Marine Corps University

Konugan: Habibe Igik
Ceviri: Faruk Soylu

Birinci Diinya Savast’'na kadar olan dénemdeki Osmanhi-Ermeni
ilikilerinin gercevesini kisaca gizebilir misiniz?

1878'de imzalanan Berlin Antlagmast Osmanl’nin Ermeniler igin
reformlar yapmasini gart kogtuktan sonra Osmanli-Ermeni iligkileri si-
kintiya girdi. Bu durum, hedefleri bagimsiz y2 da otonom bir devlet
kurmak olan Devrimci Ermeni Komitelerinin ortaya cikmasina yol agt1.
Devrimci komiteler yalniz Osmanl imparatorlugu’na, hatta asrin bas-
kict gokuluslu imparatorluklarina has degildi; demokrasilerde de zuhur
ettiler. Ve komitelerin organize ettikleri, planladiklar: ve icra edildikleri
yollar da dahil olmak iizere isyanlarin ilhaminin baskilara bir tepki oda-
gindan gikip ideoloji ve ulusal kimlik eksenine oturmastyla ve bunlar
tarafindan giidiilmesiyle birlikte Avrupada kalkigmalarin niteligi 19.
yizyil ortasinda degisti.

Ermeni Sorunu nasil ortaya gikt1? Genel olarak Ermeniler ne isti-
yorlardi? Bu taleplerine cevap bulabildiler mi?

Ermeniler bagimsizlik pesinde kogan birgok Osmanh azinliklarin-
dan bir tanesiydi. Bagimsizlik isteyen diger azinliklar Araplar, Kiirtler ve
Liibnan Hiristiyanlar: idiler. Devrimci Ermeni Komiteleri amaglarina
ulagmak icin siddet ve terorizmi kullandilar.
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Osmanlinin her yerine dagilmig sadik bir Ermeni tebaasinin var
oldugunu biliyoruz. Gergekten bir Ermeni kalkismasindan s6z etmek
miimkiin mii? Bir kalkigmadan s6z edilecekse bunun i¢ ve dig dinamik-
leri icin neler soyleyebilirsiniz?

1915te biiyiitk ¢aph gergek bir Ermeni isyan:1 yoktu. Fakat bazi Er-
meniler, 6zellikle de egitimli aydin kesimi ve meslek erbabi Ermeniler
bu komitelere tiyeydi. Devrimci Ermeni Federasyonunun bazi miifrit
tiyeleri (bu en dehsetli ve tehlikeli Ermeni komitesiydi) Rus saldirilari-
na destek olmak iizere bir isyan baglatmak icin Itilaf devletleriyle gizli
plan ve komplolara girigtiler. 1892'den sonra, bu Ermeni devrimci tegki-
latlar diinya kongreleri diizenlediler, manifestolar ve bildiriler yayinladi-
lar. Osmanh Imparatorlugu iginde el alandan tekilath ve egitimli askeri
birlikleri 6rgiitlediler. Aym zamanda, bu dis merkezli komiteler Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’nun bizzat icinde de, gériiniigte barig¢1, muadil siyasi ko-
miteler tesis ettiler. Bu komiteler yasalds, agiktan faaliyet gésteriyordu ve
genellikle muallim, rahip, tiiccar ve belediye reisi gibi yerel halkin miihim
simalarindan oluguyordu. Dahili komiteler milliyetsiligi tesvik ederken,
baskiya karg1 bir nefs-i miidafaa olarak sunulan askeri eylemleri yiicel-
tiyordu. Béylece, Ermeni komitalar, hem yasal siyasi teskilatlar1 hem de
gizli silahh askeri hiicreleri igeren ift tarafli bir tegkilat yapis: geligtirdi.
Ermeni devrimci yap: imparatorluktaki sair isyanci etnik gruplarca, kendi
devrimci tegkilatlarini kurmak igin kullamilan bir kalip haline geldi.

Bu milliyet¢i ayaklanmalar Osmanlilar: nasil etkilemigtir?

Komitalarin bu milliyet¢i ayaklanmalarinin ardindan Osmanlilan
etkileyen iki ciddi sonug hasil oldu. I1ki, yirmi yili bulan bir siire boyunca
Balkanlarda ve Dogu Anadoludaki komitacilarin faaliyetleri, 1857'deki
Sepoy Isyanr’nin Ingiltere ordusunu etkilemesine oldukga benzer bir ge-
kilde Osmanli’'min miigterek askeri diigiincesini meggul etti. Komitanin
isyan1 Osmanli Hiikiimeti ve ordusu igin bir endige haline geldi ve Im-
paratorlugun son dénemlerine kadar siirekli 6yle kaldi. Osmanli zabitan
teskilatinin hemen hemen tamaminin zihinsel merkezi ve ilgi odagy,
konvansiyonel harpten gayrinizami harbe dogru degisim gosterdi.

ikinci ve belki de daha énemlisi, Osmanli askeri mukabelelerinin de
gosterdigi lizere, Osmanlilarin isyanin dogasi hakkindaki anlayisinda da
bir degisiklik meydana gelmigti. Ashinda, bizzat devrimci komita yapi-
sinin yiikselmesi Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun Anadolu ve Balkan vila-
yetlerindeki ayaklanmalarin sevk ve idarelerinde nasil kokli degisimler
viicuda geldigini gosterir.




Ermeni komitalarinin Dogu'daki faaliyetlerinden ve amaglarindan Ui bir Avru-
s6z eder misiniz? pa savast patlak

1915’te Komitelerin amaci Itilaf devletlerinin savasi kazanmalarina  verdiginde, Os-
yardxm.a. olmak ve b'ar1§ ilan edildikten sonra bagimsiz bir Ermeni cum- manhlar, Ermeni
huriyeti ilan etmekti. A
. 1.Diinya Savag: patlak verdiginde Ermeni Komiteleri'nin faaliyetle- ... sekilde
ri ve Osmanlilarin bu konudaki goriigleri nelerdi? ‘

1912den 1914 kadarki zaman dilimi, 1912 sonbaharinda savagin
kopmastyla birlikte Osmanli Imparatorlugu icin askeri agidan bir facia
oldu. Imparatorlugun sinirlardaki isyana kargi koyma operasyonlarinin
akameti ve Libya'nin Italya’ya kaybinin ardindan, 1912’nin pes pese hezi-
metleri, Ittihad ve Terakki Cemiyet'nin hiikiimetin kontroliinii ele gegir-  bir tehdit olarak
mesini sagladi. Umumi bir Avrupa savag: patlak verdiginde, Osmanlilar,  degerlendiriyordu.
Ermeni komitelerinin artan bir gekilde sertlesen ulusguluklarini, Impa-
ratorlugun emniyeti agisindan ciddi bir tehdit olarak degerlendiriyordu.

Harbin baslamasindan kisa bir miiddet sonra, Kavala yakinlarinda
Bulgarlarla birlik olup savagan Ermenilerin Misliimanlar: katlettigine
dair dedikodular zuhur etti. Tagnaklar, suglanan listesinde hicbir Exme-
ni isminin yer almadigina isaret ederek ve Osmanl birliklerinden sa§
kalanlarin, Ermenilerin sorumlu olmadiklarina dair telgraf ve sahadet-
lerini yayinlayarak, bu séylentileri nakzetmeye koyuldu.

Osmanlr’'nin Balkan Harpleri’'ndeki maglubiyeti Ittihad ve Terakki
Cemiyet'nin iktidara dénmesi igin gerekli sartlars meydana getirdi ki bu
durumun akabinde Ermeni komiteleri arasinda bir korku iklimine hayat
verdi. Her ne kadar, Ermeniler arasinda devrimci eylemlere arka ¢ikmak
veya hiikiimeti sadikane desteklemek arasinda miitefavit fikirlerin ol-
dugu agiksa da, komitalarin daha fazla silahlanmas: ve tislerini yeniden
askerlerle takviye etmesi hususlarinda kiilli bir mutabakat bulundugu da
aym derecede agiktir.

Yine Ermeni komitalarinin yapisi olugturan ideolojik faktorler-
den de s6z edebilir misiniz? Nelerdir?

Cok sayida komite iiyesi sosyalist idi ve bazilar: da Marksist idi. Ide-
olojileri hakkinda bir genelleme yapmak zor olsa da gogunun amagla-
rina ulagmak icin siddet ve terdrizmi megru araglar olarak gordiiklerini
s6ylemek haksizlik olmaz.

Sizce Osmanh Devleti 1915'in ilkbaharinda neden bir tehcir karart
verdi? Ki, savagin ortasinda kit kaynaklarla savagan Osmanlh Devleti
icin bu bir risk degil miydi?

Evet, bir riskti. Ancak, Osmanli ordusu harp cephelerinde Itilaf or-
dulariyla yogun bigimde savastif i¢in, Osmanli hilkiimetinin ¢ok az
secenegi vardi.
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Ermenileri tehcir karari, mahalli diizeyde niifusun sevkiyat: ile bag-
layan, ancak 1915 Mays ayinda, alti vilayeti kapsayacak sekilde bél-
ge diizeyinde bir tehcir politikasina dogru tirmanan, isyana kars: koy-
ma amagli tekamiil gosteren bir tepkiydi. Daha énce de bahsettigim
gibi Osmanlilarin bundan bagka yapabilecegi ¢ok az ey vardi. 1890 ve
1912 yillar; arasinda uyguladiklari, kuvvet kullanimini kapsayan genis
¢apli bir hareketli askeri miidahale imkansizdi. Bat1 tarz: niifus tehciri
Ispanyollar, Amerikallar ve Ingilizler icin ise yaramigti. Bu sebepten
otiirii, Osmanh Hikimeti’nin Ermeni isyaniyla etkin bir gekilde baga
¢ikabilmek icin, askeri kaynaklar: asgari diizeyde kullanarak faaliyete
gegirilebilecek bu isyana karg1 koyma politikasina nigin temayiil goster-
mediklerini anlamak miimkiindiir. 1915’te, Osmanli Devleti i¢in tehcir,
kuvvetten ziyade zafiyetten dogmus tesirli bir stratejiydi.

Tehcir 1.Diinya Harbi’nde Osmanl’nin milli giivenlik gerekgeleri
agisindan gerekli miydi?

Osmanh Hitkumeti’nin meydana gelen hadisata dair nokta-i nazarin-
dan- cevap evet. Ashina bakilirsa, Ermeni devrimci komiteleri tarafindan
t¢ cephedeki Osmanli ordularinin levazim ikmalinin istinat ettigi lojistik
hatlarina y6nelik dogrudan bir tehdit bulunuyordu. Bilhassa Ruslarla te-
mas halindeki ordularina yeterli miktarda levazimat saglamay bagarama-
mann neticeleri Osmanh Imparatorlugu’nun askeri maglubiyetini netice
verecekti. Nihayetinde tehcirle birlikte Osmanl Imparatorlugu 1918 yihi-
nin sonuna dek savagmak igin varligim siirdiirdii.

Tehcirle ilgili olarak; Osmanli Devleti tehciri neden Dogu'daki il-

lerde yagayan Ermenilerle ilgili sinirls tutuyor? Batidaki Ermeniler ne-
den goce zorlanmadi?

O zaman Ruslarla muharebe eden Ugiincii Osmanh Ordusu igin
gerekli erzak, cephane ve hayvan yemi ihtiyacinin taginacagi “Muha-
bere ve Intikal Hatlar1” yani yollar ve ulastirma aglars ¢ogunlukla Os-
manh Ermenilerinin ikamet ettigi sehirlerden gesiyordu. Tehcirle bu
mubhabere ve intikal hatlarini tehdit eden yerlerdeki Ermeniler bagka
yerlere génderilmis olunuyordu. Bagka yerlerdeki ve dzellikle Batr'daki
Ermeniler biiyiik ¢apta tehcire tabi tutulmadiar. Osmanl’'nin Ermeni
halka yénelik tehcir politikalarinin, askeri ve milli giivenlik agisindan
6zel menfaatleri igeren bir harp meydani olarak tasarlanan belli bazi
vilayetlerine gore tertip edildigi, tarihi bir kayit meselesidir. Belgeler
aym gekilde gostermektedir ki, Osmanh Hiikimeti biitiin Osmanl: Er-
menilerini “igerideki diigman” olarak telakki ve tavsif etmemis ve isin
dogrusu, pek ¢ok Osmanli Ermeni’sinin sadik vatandaglar oldugunun
da epey farkinda olmugtu.




Ittihat ve Terakki yéneticilerinin veya Osmanh yénetiminin iginde-
ki baz1 gruplarin Ermenileri tamamen temizleme yoniinde egilimleri
var miydi1? Bu baglamda bugiinkii soykirim iddialarim nasil degerlen-
diriyorsunuz?

Ittihat ve Terakki’nin Ermenileri tamamen temizlemek istediklerini
kesin ispat edecek sahih herhangi bir kanit bu giine kadar ortaya ¢ik-
madi. Béyle bir kanit bir yerlerde olma ihtimali varsa da bu giine kadar
bulunabilmis degil.

Kitabinizda Ermeni tehciri ile ilgili farkh goriislerden bahsediyor-
sunuz. Bunlardan kisaca bahseder misiniz? Siz bu goriislerden farkls

olarak neyi savunuyorsunuz?

Ermenilerin neden goge tabi tutulduklar hakkinda farkl gériiler
var. Ben asil sebebin askeri olduguna inaniyorum. Bazilani Ittihat ve
Terakki’nin Ermenileri imha etmek niyetinde olduklarina inanir, diger
bazilar1 da Ittihat ve Terakki’'nin Dogu Anadolu’'nun niifus yapisini de-
gistirmek i¢in “niifus miihendisligine” girismek istedigine inanir.

Size gore tehcir -daha 6nce de bagka devletlerde 6rnegi goriilen-
devletin giivenligini saglamak igin kullanilan bir uygulamayd. Acaba
giivenligi saglamanin bagka bir yolu yok muydu? Tehciri insan haklar
agisindan nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Bu iyi bir soru ve ben bagka bir yolu oldugunu disinmiiyorum. It-
tihat ve Terakki gercek bir isyanin patlak vermesini bekleyemezdi. Bu
bir kanserin metastaz olugturmas1 yani viicudun bagka organlarina bu-
lagmasin beklemek gibidir. Insan haklari agisindan bakmaya gelince,
Osmanli Hitkiimeti tehcir edilen insanlarin giivenligini ve huzurunu
teminat altina almaya galigts; ancak bunda bagarih olamadi.

Bediiizzaman Said Nursi Dogu Cephesi'nde Ermeni Komitalarina
karg1 savagmug bir islam alimi olarak baz1 eserlerinde Osmanli’nin sa-
adetinin Ermenilerle dost olmaktan gegtigini savunur. Ayn1 zamanda
Osmanh Devleti hakimiyetinde yagayan Ermenilere II. Megrutiyetle
verilen birtakim haklan sempati ile kargilar ve Ermenilerin de Miislii-
man tebaayla esit haklara sahip olmasim gerektigini ifade eder. Béyle
bir agilim bugiinkii Tiirk- Ermeni iligkileri agisindan nasil degerlendi-

riyorsunuz?

Hig siiphe yok ki Ermeniler, tipki Yahudiler gibi Osmanli ekono-
misinin 6nemli bir unsuru idiler ve onlar: tehcir ettirmek yerine sefer
sartlarina hazirlanirken onlari tam bir ortak gibi bir arada tutmak Os-
manhlara daha ¢ok yardima olacakt1. Ikinci Megrutiyet déneminde
Ermenilere biitiin vatandaghk haklarinin kullandiridmas: miimkin ola-

Ermenilerin
neden goge tabi
tutulduklar:
hakkinda farkh
gortigler var. Ben
asil sebebin askeri
olduguna inaniyo-
rum. Bazilar: Itti-
hat ve Terakki'nin
Ermenileri imha
ctmek niyetin-
de olduklarma
inanr, diger bazi-
lar1 da Ittihat ve
Terakki‘nin Dogu
Anadolu’nun
niifus yapisin
degistirmek igin
“niifus mithendis-
ligine” girismek
istedigine inanr.
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Tiirk Hiikfimeti
bu iddialara
kulak asmadan,
gergeklere
dayanan bir ortam
olugturmak ve
biitiin argivlere
tam erigim
imkini olan
ortak bir taril
komisyonunun
olugturulmasim

savunmalidir.
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bilirdi. Yine de Ittihat ve Terakki’nin kontrolii ele gegirdiginde azin-

liklarin siyasi olarak temsil edildigi kucaklayici bir toplum olugturmaya
istekli olduklarini diiglinmek zor goriinmektedir.

Tehcirin sonuglar1 ne olmugtur?

Tehcirin sonuglar1 gok énemli oldu. Amerikan, Ingiliz ve Ispanyol
tecriibelerinde oldugu gibi, sevk edilen sahislarin sayis1 ok kisa bir siire-
de devletin onlara gdsterebilecegi itina igin kapasiteyi agti. Yurtlarindan
edilmis Osmanli Ermenileri barindirmak igin Firat vadisinde kurulan
Osmanh tehcir kamplan, gayriihtiyari gekilde, kotii beslenme, hastalik,
ihmal ile muttasif 6liim kamplan: haline geldi. Sorunlar1 daha da ké-
tiilestiren, elbette, memleketleri olan karyelerde veya kamplara dogru
tuttuklan giizergahlar boyunca kafileler halindeyken Osmanli Ermeni-
lerine yonelik herhangi bir kigkirtma olmaksizin yapilan katliamlards.
Muhtemelen, bu tiirlii korkung hadiseler, milli giivenlige “igerideki diig-
manlardan” gelebilecek tehdidi sona erdirmek igin tasarlanan hitkumet
politikalarinin ve askeri stratejilerin istenmeyen sonuglariyds.

Soykiim iddialariyla kars: karstya olan Tiirkiye'ye tavsiyeleriniz ne-
lerdir?

Turk Hikiimeti bu iddialara kulak asmadan, gergeklere dayanan bir
ortam olugturmak ve biitiin argivlere tam erigim imkan: olan ortak bir
tarih komisyonunun olugturulmasin1 savunmalidur.

Gelecekte bu meselenin ¢oziimiine dair 6nerileriniZ nelerdir?

Zamamn gegmesi disinda hicbir sey bu sorunu ¢ézemez. Bu olaylar
yorumlamas igin bir kag tarihgi kugaginin gecmesi ve Ermeni Diaspo-
rasimin bu olaylar1 unutmas: igin de birkag kugagin daha gegmesi gerekir.






